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A PRELIMINARY LIST OF BUTTERFLIES AND SKIPPERS
FROM THE UWM FIELD STATION
SUSAN SULLIVAN BORKIN
Department of Invertebrate Zoology,
Milwaukee Public Museum
Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53233
This preliminary list is a result of opportunistic col lect ing by staf f
members of the Milwaukee Public Museum's Invertebrate Zoology Section at the UWM
Cedar-Sauk Field Station during the past nine years. A total of 55 butterf ly
(Papilionoidea) and skipper (Hesperioidea) species have been collected in various
habitats at the Field Station with one additional spec ies , Lycaena epixanthe
found in the Sapa-Black Spruce Bog. More intensive col lect ing should turn up
additional species since the Field Station lies within the geographic ranges of
over 90 butterflies and skippers according to recent distribution maps (Opler and
Krizek, 1984; and Scott, 1986). Of course, speci f ic habitat requirements and
other factors will exclude some of these species from occurring at the site.
The Field Station encompasses a broad array of habi tats that support both
diverse larval food plants and nectar-producing plants required by many adult
butterflies. However, the composition of species on the list also reflects the
fact that the Field Stat ion is located in the Transi t ion l i fe zone, an area of
intergradation between Canadian and Upper Austral climatic and vegetation types.
Some of the butterfly and skipper species are primarily boreal, others recolonize
from the south each year being unable to surv ive the winter at this latitude.
The list does include a number of species that are endemic to the Transition zone
as well.





open woods, forest edge, disturbed
Fabaceae: woody & herbaceous
open woods, forest edge, fields
Fabaceae: herbaceous
oak woods, forest edge, fields






















































woods, forest edge, bogs
Poaceae
moist grassy areas, ponds, streams
Poaceae






moist grassy areas, near streams
Poaceae
forest openings, moist fields
Poaceae
moist grassy areas, meadows, fields
Poaceae
sedge meadows, bogs, marshes
Cyperaceae
open woodland, forest edge fields
Poaceae
sedge meadows, bogs, marshes
Cyperaceae
sedge meadows, bogs, marshes
Cyperaceae
sedge meadows, bogs, marshes
Cyperaceae
moist open woodlands, forest edge
Cyperaceae






































Orange or Northern Pearl Crescent
Chlosyne nycteis







sedge meadows, marshes, bogs
Cyperaceae
wet woodlands, swamps, bogs
Cyperaceae
open woodland, forest edge
Poaceae
open woodland, fields, grassy areas
Poaceae
open, shrubby areas near wetlands
Salicaceae, Betulaceae, Rosaceae
open woodland, forest edge
Salicaceae, Rosaceae, Fagaceae, etc.
open weedy areas, disturbed
Plantaginaceae, Scrophulariaceae, etc.
swamp woods, disturbed moist areas
Urticaceae, Moraceae
open areas including disturbed
Asteraceae, Malvaceae, Boraginaceae, etc.
open areas including disturbed
Asteraceae, Boraginaceae, Fabaceae, etc.
open woodland, forest edge
Ulmaceae, Urticaceae, Moraceae
open woodland, disturbed areas
Ulmaceae, Urticaceae, Moraceae
open woodland, forest edge
Grossulariaceae, Betulaceae
moist, open woodlands & fields
Urticaceae
woodland, fields, disturbed
Salicicaceae, Betulaceae, Ulmaceae, etc.




moist, open woodland & fields
Asteraceae
wet fields, meadows, bogs
Violaceae





































open woods, fields, disturbed





open shrubby woodland, disturbed
Rosaceae




open areas including disturbed
Fabaceae
woodlands, forest edge





woodlands, bogs, open fields
Cruciferae
open areas including disturbed
Cruciferae
open fields, meadows, disturbed
Umbel!iferae, Rutaceae
woodlands, forest edge
Rosaceae, Salicaceae, Oleaceae, etc.
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